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There have been many conjectures as to who is meant in this satire, written with the " divine boldness of youth," and the names of Basedow, Kaufmann, Heinse, and Klinger have all been suggested. But after Wilhelm Scherer's arguments there can hardly be any further doubt that it refers to Herder, as the Court circles in Weimar pointed out, and as Psyche, the poetical surname of his fianc6e, clearly shows. Herder's habit of wounding the feelings of even his benefactors by his morose and bitter criticism; his twofold nature in which Orphic fancy and rude cynicism, ethereal sentimentalism and sensual desire, were to be found side by side, are excellently characterised. And for the very reason that Herder strove to envelop his animal passions, which he as well as other human beings possessed, in a cloud of affected heavenly feelings, the temptation was all the greater for Goethe to caricature him as above. Furthermore, Herder, as a disciple of Rousseau, was a believer in a free, natural life. As such, and as an admirer of antiquity, he considered that clothing disfigures man. He was also a convincing preacher, whether he spoke intelligibly or unintelligibly, in a large or small circle, to men or women. Finally, Herder was widely travelled and had doubtless everywhere won fiery admirers, especially among the women. Hence Goethe, in the passage of Dichtung und Wahrheit where he cautiously indicates the model for Satyros, could speak of him as the ruder and more excellent of those fellows who anchored in every city and sought to gain influence, at least in a few families. Furthermore, we must not forget that Goethe, as well as Merck, whom we must imagine as having had a share in the origin of the farce, either by actual work or by suggestions, knew a great deal more about young Herder than we do; that they understood him and explained him to themselves, especially in the years from 1771 to 1775 differently and more correctly than we of to-day, who lool upon him as the Weimar superintendent-general [of th< Lutheran church] and the author of profound and seriou works. It may be that very definite scenes which occurred